Lesson 2 – Daniel 2
NOTES:
Daniel 1:
The Introduction
Chapter 1 introduces the historical context of Daniel’s deportation to Babylon following Nebuchadnezzar’s
siege of Jerusalem in 605 BC. Daniel was among the royal Jewish captives first extradited to Babylon.
Upon Daniel’s arrival, he and three companions were confronted with a difficult choice between defiling
themselves with the king’s appointed ration of choice food and wine or risking their lives by abstaining
from the food for the sake of remaining undefiled in the sight of God. God rewards Daniel’s righteous
decision to abstain by granting him favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials.
God also endows Daniel and his three companions with exceptional knowledge, wisdom, and intelligence
that results in the honor of entering into the king’s personal service.
Daniel 2:
Daniel’s Interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s First Dream
Chapter 2 explains God’s supernatural equipping of Daniel to reveal Nebuchadnezzar’s first dream and its
interpretation, demonstrating God’s covenant attentiveness to His exiles. The dream reveals four successive
Gentile dominions preceding the establishment of God’s messianic kingdom that will never be destroyed.
After Daniel reveals Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and its interpretation, Daniel is promoted as ruler over
Babylon and chief prefect over all its wise men.
BIBLE TEXT: DANIEL 2 (NASB)
Dan. 2:1 Now in the second year of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; and his
spirit was troubled and his sleep left him. 2 Then the king gave orders to call in the magicians, the
conjurers, the sorcerers and the Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams. So they came in and stood before the
king. 3 The king said to them, “I had a dream and my spirit is anxious to understand the dream.”
Dan. 2:4 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic: “ O king, live forever! Tell the dream to
your servants, and we will declare the interpretation.” 5 The king replied to the Chaldeans, “ The command
from me is firm: if you do not make known to me the dream and its interpretation, you will be torn limb
from limb and your houses will be made a rubbish heap. 6 “But if you declare the dream and its
interpretation, you will receive from me gifts and a reward and great honor; therefore declare to me the
dream and its interpretation.” 7 They answered a second time and said, “Let the king tell the dream to his
servants, and we will declare the interpretation.” 8 The king replied, “I know for certain that you are
bargaining for time, inasmuch as you have seen that the command from me is firm, 9 that if you do not
make the dream known to me, there is only one decree for you. For you have agreed together to speak
lying and corrupt words before me until the situation is changed; therefore tell me the dream, that I may
know that you can declare to me its interpretation.” 10 The Chaldeans answered the king and said, “There is
not a man on earth who could declare the matter for the king, inasmuch as no great king or ruler has ever
asked anything like this of any magician, conjurer or Chaldean. 11 “Moreover, the thing which the king
demands is difficult, and there is no one else who could declare it to the king except gods, whose
dwelling place is not with mortal flesh.”
Dan. 2:12 Because of this the king became indignant and very furious and gave orders to destroy all the
wise men of Babylon. 13 So the decree went forth that the wise men should be slain; and they looked for
Daniel and his friends to kill them.
Dan. 2:14 Then Daniel replied with discretion and discernment to Arioch, the captain of the king’s
bodyguard, who had gone forth to slay the wise men of Babylon; 15 he said to Arioch, the king’s
commander, “For what reason is the decree from the king so urgent?” Then Arioch informed Daniel about
the matter. 16 So Daniel went in and requested of the king that he would give him time, in order that he
might declare the interpretation to the king.
Dan. 2:17 Then Daniel went to his house and informed his friends, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah,
about the matter, 18 so that they might request compassion from the God of heaven concerning this
mystery, so that Daniel and his friends would not be destroyed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19
Then the mystery was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven;
20
Daniel said,
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“Let the name of God be blessed forever and ever,
For wisdom and power belong to Him.
21
“It is He who changes the times and the epochs;
He removes kings and establishes kings;
He gives wisdom to wise men
And knowledge to men of understanding.
22
“It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things;
He knows what is in the darkness,
And the light dwells with Him.
23
“To You, O God of my fathers, I give thanks and praise,
For You have given me wisdom and power;
Even now You have made known to me what we requested of You,
For You have made known to us the king’s matter.”
Dan. 2:24 Therefore, Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to destroy the wise men of
Babylon; he went and spoke to him as follows: “ Do not destroy the wise men of Babylon! Take me into
the king’s presence, and I will declare the interpretation to the king.”
Dan. 2:25 Then Arioch hurriedly brought Daniel into the king’s presence and spoke to him as follows: “I
have found a man among the exiles from Judah who can make the interpretation known to the king!” 26
The king said to Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known to me the dream
which I have seen and its interpretation?” 27 Daniel answered before the king and said, “As for the mystery
about which the king has inquired, neither wise men, conjurers, magicians nor diviners are able to declare
it to the king. 28 “However, there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries, and He has made known to
King Nebuchadnezzar what will take place in the latter days. This was your dream and the visions in
your mind while on your bed. 29 “As for you, O king, while on your bed your thoughts turned to what
would take place in the future; and He who reveals mysteries has made known to you what will take
place. 30 “But as for me, this mystery has not been revealed to me for any wisdom residing in me more
than in any other living man, but for the purpose of making the interpretation known to the king, and that
you may understand the thoughts of your mind.
Dan. 2:31 “You, O king, were looking and behold, there was a single great statue; that statue, which was
large and of extraordinary splendor, was standing in front of you, and its appearance was awesome. 32
“The head of that statue was made of fine gold, its breast and its arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of
bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay. 34 “You continued looking until a stone
was cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and crushed them. 35 “Then
the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same time and became like
chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them was
found. But the stone that struck the statue became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.
Dan. 2:36 “This was the dream; now we will tell its interpretation before the king. 37 “You, O king, are
the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the power, the strength and the
glory; 38 and wherever the sons of men dwell, or the beasts of the field, or the birds of the sky, He has
given them into your hand and has caused you to rule over them all. You are the head of gold. 39 “After you
there will arise another kingdom inferior to you, then another third kingdom of bronze, which will rule over
all the earth. 40 “Then there will be a fourth kingdom as strong as iron; inasmuch as iron crushes and
shatters all things, so, like iron that breaks in pieces, it will crush and break all these in pieces. 41 “In that
you saw the feet and toes, partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, it will be a divided kingdom; but it will
have in it the toughness of iron, inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with common clay. 42 “As the toes of
the feet were partly of iron and partly of pottery, so some of the kingdom will be strong and part of it will
be brittle. 43 “And in that you saw the iron mixed with common clay, they will combine with one another
in the seed of men; but they will not adhere to one another, even as iron does not combine with pottery. 44
“In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and
that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it
will itself endure forever. 45 “Inasmuch as you saw that a stone was cut out of the mountain without hands
and that it crushed the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold, the great God has made known to
the king what will take place in the future; so the dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy.”
Dan. 2:46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell on his face and did homage to Daniel, and gave orders to
present to him an offering and fragrant incense. 47 The king answered Daniel and said, “Surely your God
is a God of gods and a Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, since you have been able to reveal this
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mystery.” 48 Then the king promoted Daniel and gave him many great gifts, and he made him ruler over
the whole province of Babylon and chief prefect over all the wise men of Babylon. 49 And Daniel made
request of the king, and he appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego over the administration of the
province of Babylon, while Daniel was at the king’s court.
STUDY QUESTIONS:
1. Why does Nebuchadnezzar have a troubled spirit and sleeplessness? Why does the king call in
the magicians, conjurers, sorcerers, and the Chaldeans? What does he say to them? (2:1-3)
2. In what language do the Chaldeans speak to the king? What do the Chaldeans want the king to
tell them? What do they promise to declare? What does the king demand that they make known?
What will happen if they do not make it known? What will they receive if they make it known?
(2:4-6)
3. What do the Chaldeans answer a second time? Why does the king reply that they are bargaining
for time? Why does the king want them to first tell him the dream before its interpretation? How
do the Chaldeans answer the king’s demand that they tell both the dream and its interpretation?
(2:7-11)
4. Who does the indignant, furious king give orders to destroy? What decree does he send out? For
whom do they look to kill? (2:12-13)
5. How does Daniel respond to Arioch (captain of the king’s bodyguard)? What does Arioch inform
Daniel? Why does Daniel request time from the king? (2:14-16)
6. List two reasons why Daniel informs his friends, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, about the
matter? (2:17-18)
(A) Who supports you in prayer while you are serving the Lord? What requests do you need to
submit to them for prayer today?
7. What was revealed to Daniel in a night vision? (2:19) What does Daniel attribute to God in his
prayer of blessing and praise in the following verses? (2:20-23)
(a) 2:20
(b) 2:21
(c) 2:22
(d) 2:23
(A) What attribute of God revealed in Dan 2:20-23 encourages you most in challenges you are
facing today? How could this truth about God change the way that you respond to challenges?
8.

What two commands does Daniel give to Arioch (whom the king had appointed to destroy the
wise men of Babylon)? What does Arioch tell the king when he brings Daniel into his presence?
(2:24-25)

9.

What does the king ask Daniel? Who does Daniel say is NOT able to declare mysteries? Who
does Daniel say is the revealer of mysteries? What does Daniel say that God had made known to
Nebuchadnezzar? When will Nebuchadnezzar’s dream take place? (2:26-28)

10. In Daniel’s revelation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, where does he say that the king’s thoughts
turned while on his bed? What had He who reveals mysteries made known to Nebuchadnezzar?
(2:29) (A) What does this reveal about God?
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11. For whose wisdom is the mystery NOT revealed? For what purpose is the mystery revealed?
(2:30) (A) For what purpose has God gifted you with wisdom and spiritual gifts?
12. Describe the attributes of the single great statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream: (2:31-33)
Splendor of the Statue (2:31):
Head (2:32):
Breast (2:32):
Arms (2:32):
Belly (2:32):
Thighs (2:32):
Legs (2:33):
Feet (2:33):
13. As Nebuchadnezzar keeps looking, what is cut out without hands? Where does it first strike and
crush the statue? (2:34) Where does it next strike and crush the statue all at the same time? Like
what does it become? What is the result of the wind carrying the chaff away? In contrast to the
statue, what does the stone become? (2:35)
14. In Daniel’s interpretation of the dream what does he reveal about: (2:36-45)
(a) First Kingdom (Nebuchadnzzar)/Head of Gold (2:37-38)
(b) Second Kingdom/Breast and Arms of Silver (2:39)
(c) Third Kingdom/Belly and Thighs of Bronze (2:39)
(d) Fourth Kingdom/Legs of Iron (2:40)
(e) Feet and Toes (2:41-43)
(f) Kingdom Never to be Destroyed/Stone Without Hands Cut Out of Mountain (2:44-45)
15. How does King Nebuchadnezzar respond to Daniel’s revelation of the dream and its
interpretation? (2:46) To whom does Nebuchadnezzar attribute Daniel’s ability to reveal the
mystery? (2:47) How is Daniel rewarded by Nebuchadnezzar? (2:48) How does Daniel take this
opportunity to intervene on behalf of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego? (2:49)
16. (A) How has God spiritually gifted and resourced you to serve Him and bless others?
17. What do you learn about God from Daniel 2?
18. How could you apply what you have learned about God this week?
Write a prayer response to Daniel 2.
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